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Discouns « on the ſecond Epiſtle tothe 
Corinthians, chap, xi, and. the, firſt "If 


of the 23d verſe, 
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Are they miniſters of G16: ? ( I Ja 


as a for, IJ am more. 


AM very n chat 1 qu 4 hardly 
have pitch'd upon a text more likely 
to expoſe; me to the cenſure of ſome of 
my auditors, on this ſolemn occaſion of 
our aſſembling together, than the Words I 
have now read to you: but, as all ſcripture. 

is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, | 

| A 2 there 


— 
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there be any room for "condemning my 
choice, it muſt proceed wholly from my 
wrong management, or miſapplication of it: 
All the indulgence, therefore, I defire of you 
is, to ſuſpend a precipitate judgment ; that 
if, in my diſcourſe, you ſhall find only the 
words of truth and ſoberneſs, you may ſave 
yourſelves the inward  reproaches . of a ſe- 
vere criticiſm, or unſeaſonable ridicule. 


What I have to advance, on the ſubject 
before me, is of the laſt i importance to the 
peace of our own minds, in that profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity which we have choſen to adhere 
to; and, in the handling of it, many of our 
brethren of the eſtabliſhment muſt unavoida- 
bly be intereſted, towards whom, (as in rea- 
ſon and juſtice I ought) 1 have ever main- 
tained an unſhaken charity and tenderneſs ; 

and therefore intend not to throw out any 
invectives againſt them. For I have always 
diſliked, and carefully avoided, whatever 
looks that way, at all times, and ſhould 
eſpecially at this time, when they who ſin- 
TY love our N religion and happy con- 


ſtitution, 
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(3] 
ſtitution, of whatever denomination; ſhould 
join, and I bleſs God have join' d, together 
in hearty affections and endeavours to defeat 
the deſperate attempts of our common ene- 
mies, at home and abroad, who are com- 


bin'd to deſtroy our invaluable n pri- 
I a0; civil liberties; 


But my intention is, to offer a modeſt vin- 
dication of the miniſtry that is exercis'd 
among us Engliſh Proteſtant Diſſenters, from 
the unkind reflections caſt upon it, by many 
of the church eſtabliſh'd among us, which 
are too frequently to be met with in their 
books, converſation and practice: for, while 
they admit the validity of the ordinations of 
the papiſts, notwithſtanding all their enor- 
mous corruptions, in doctrine, diſcipline and 
worſhip, never re- ordaining thoſe prieſts that 
come over from them to their communion; 
they reject ours in ſuch caſes, endeavouring 
to invalidate our miſſion, treating us as meer 
uſurping laymen, without any right to ad- 
miniſter the ordinances of the goſpel; and 
conſequently, urging it upon the conſciences 

| | of 


(6] 
of our hearers to deſert us; feeing what we 
do, in the way of our function, is a nullity, 
without any authority derived from Chriſt, 
and therefore without any juſt expectation of 
his bleſſing. And ſuch like reflections upon 
us have ſo far prevail'd; that it is now be- 
come faſhionable to deny us the title in the 
text: and in the moſt publick writings ſent 
throughout the nation, we are not vouch- 
ſafed to be called miniſters, but teachers and 
preachers, as terms, though ms jr, ere ap- 
plied, of diminution org TNT | 

My. Srethren, this is a bear charge in- 
deed, which, if it was true, might well fill 
us with confuſion, and thoſe who attend upon 
us with ſuſpicion, that we are pretenders and 
impoſtors, miſguiding them in matters of 
the higheſt concern; but, if it is otherwiſe, 
I am afraid it will be found an uncharitable 
imputation, which our fellow proteſtants 
ſhould be more cautious of laying upon us, 
as, after all their compliments on this head 
to the papiſts, they experience the ſame treat- 
ment from them and the Nonjurors, who 


2 viuolify 
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vilify and run down their adminiſtrations, in 
as diſparaging a ſtile, and on the ſame ac- 
count, as ſome of them do ours, 


Lou, my reverend brethren, in the miniſ- 
try, will be diſpos'd to hear me with candor, 
fince it is your cauſe 1 am about to plead, as 
well as my own, and the honour and validity 
of our common vocation ; and you, my dear 
chriſtian friends of the laity, will liſten to me 
with the ſame temper, fince what I am to 
defend, concerns in ſome meaſure the very 
eſſence of your chriſtianity; unleſs you are 
willing to be eſteem'd unbaptiz'd, without 
communion with Chriſt, and the aſſiſtances 
of the Holy Spirit, and left, as you may have 
often heard you will be, to the uncovenanted 
mercies of God. For your fakes I ſhall wave 
all that is perplexed and intricate in the ar- 
gument, as it has been largely canvaſs'd by 
learned men, and only inſiſt on ſuch topicks 
as will fall within the compaſs of even com- 
mon underſtandings, if they give but an or- 
dinary degree of attention to them. 


To 


[8] 


To agi my office, 1 repeat the words 
of my text, Are they miniſters of Chri ift ? (I 
ſpeak as a fool) I am more: I look not at all 
back to the context, to the occaſion of them, 
or the character of the perſons the apoſtle ; 
Paul is arguing againſt. As I have no com- A 
pariſons to draw, I would not lay an oppor- 
tunity before you of making any ; for, as the 
attempt to run a parallel, in the caſe before 
us, would be unjuſt, it would be deſervedly b 
odious. We freely own our reverend brethren ©: 
of the church 'of England to be miniſters of | 
Chriſt ; we honour them as ſuch ; we pray W 
they may have all the ſucceſs in their ſpiritual 
labours their own hearts can deſire: they 
Work the work of the Lord, as we alſo do; 
and that Chriſt is ſo worthily preached by 
them, we therein do So; por: gp * will 

_ | | 
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L ſhould be PORN to uſe the words of the 
text, in a way of accommodation to my pre- 
ſent deſign, if I did not think myſelf war- 

ranted to do ſo from ſome ſimilitude of our 


IJ 
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circumſtances with thoſe of the great apoſtle 
of the Gentiles; and yet far be it from me 
to advance a claim to any of his high prero- 
gatives, or under colour of his example to 
aſſume any unbecoming airs with regard to 
our brethren of the eſtabliſhment, 


Io boaſt of ourſelves, or any of our at- 
tainments, is inexcuſable vanity and folly : 
but when our reputation, and conſequently 
our uſefulneſs as miniſters, is injuriouſly ſtruck | 
at, it is not only juſtifiable, but neceſſary to 
take ſome opportunity of vindicating our 
character and principles with a becoming 
modeſty and freedom. Neceſſary ! not to 
the reverend paſtors that hear me, who are 
well apprized of the: good reaſons they act 
upon; but for many of my other hearers, 
that they may have ſomewhat ſuited to their 
capacities, to anſwer thoſe who glory in ap- 
pearances, in which they think they have 
ſome advantages over us. 
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147 thaekfore, in Cs 
ſubject, let no man think me a fool; if other- 


wiſe, yet, as a fool, ſuffer me, that I may 
boaſt myſelf a t by ewing you. 


I. What are the eſſential avelibanions of 
a true miniſter of Chriſt, and that they 
at mg to us. 


II. That we are in ſome reſpects even 

more the miniſters of Chriſt, than they | 
who, in an unfriendly manner, would 
deprive us of that honour. 


And when I have done this, I ſhall in the 


HI. and laſt place, Conclude he. whole 
with a word or two of exhortation. 


I. I am to lay before you the eſſential qua- 
lifications of a true miniſter of Chriſt, and 

prove that they all belong to us. Now theſe 
qualifications I take to be ſuch as follow, 


1. A 


(#7 


a 44 belief of. the fundamental and moſt 

nt doctrines of the chriſtian religion, 
contain'd in the ſcriptures. Nothing can be 
more abſurd, than to ſuppoſe a man can be 
a true miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt without his 
being previouſly a true chriſtian. The apoſ- 
tle. Paul even requires, 1 Tim. iii. 6. that he 
ſhould not be @ novice, that is, one newly 
converted to the chriſtian faith, leſt ſome 
unhappy conſequences ſhould attend that cir- 
cumſtance: and in 1 Tim. iv. 6. he makes 
it a qualification of a good miniſter, that he 
ſhould be nouriſb'd up in the words of faith, 
and of good doctrine. I hope, in this reſpect 
we ſhall not be charg'd with deficiency ; I 
have not heard of any among us, who have 
been reaſonably ſuſpected, much leſs juſtly 
convicted, or deſerving to be rejected, for in- 
fidelity. We take the ſcriptures for the perfect 
directory of our faith and manners, and en- 
deavour to make the beſt uſe of them, accord- 
ing to our ſeveral capacities, in order to know 
the mind of God in them: and none are 
ee to officiate in holy things, as miniſ- 
PRA B 2 ters 


ters of the goſpel, with us, till they have 
made a good confeſſion . of | their faith before 
many witneſſes, in a publick congregation, 
and in a ſerious manner; of which you will 
preſently have an inſtance exhibited before 
vou; ſo that, as to this article, I am perſua- 
ded, I may ſay, without fear of contradiction 
from thoſe who immoderately _ us; Are 
4 — of 0 Fa y_u are we. 


5 


1 Frm qualification of a true dither 
of Chriſt is, a competent knowledge of the 
holy ſcriptures, and chriſtian principles there- 


in contain'd, to qualify him for the inſtruc- 
tion of others. St. Paul fixes this among the 
neceſſary ones of a chriſtian biſhop or elder, 
(whoſe! office I ſhall hereafter prove to be the 
lame) that he ſhould be apr to teach, 1 Tim. 
iii. 2. And in the ſecond epiſtle, chap. ii. 2. 
ſuch are called faithful men, who are able 
to. teach others alſo, A perſon ſcandalouſly 
ignorant, no power upon earth can conſtitute 
a true miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt; becauſe he 
is utterly incapable of anſwering one main 
end of his office. Paſtors and Teachers, as 

| the 
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the very names imply, are given for the per- 


fetting the. ſaints, for the work of the miniſ- 
try, for the edifying of tbe body .of Chriſt, 
Eph, iv. 12. Here indeed degrees of latitude 
are to he admitted. High attainments in the 
ſeveral branches of abſtruſe and polite learn- 
ing, are not neceſſary, and therefore not to 
be required, and generally not to be ex- 
pected in thoſe who offer themſelves to the 
ſacred work: allowances are to be made to 
youth, and to different capacities and oppor- 
tunities; and many things muſt be left to 
future improvements, earneſtly recommend- 
ed to them by thoſe who are appointed to 
be their ordainers: however, a moderate por- 
tion of knowledge is to be inſiſted on, eſpe- 
cially in what relates to the principles of the 
oracles of God. What precautions we uſe 
in this matter; are not wholly unknown: 
they who propoſe themſelves as candidates, 
before they are allow'd to preach, are ſtrictly 


examin'd, after a regular courſe of ſtudy for 


ſeveral years, concerning the proficiency they 
have made in the various kinds of literature; 
and when they are-to be ine, that part 

| of 


this kind will unavoidably be different; but 


_ that they had cddifted themſelves to the 


* [34] 
of their progreſs, which is moſt neceſſary, 


and of which the people are proper judges, 
zs ſubjected to their notice in the confeſſſon 
of their faith, drawn up by themſelves, and 
delivered before a publick aſſembly, where 
-any one, of whatever perſuaſion, is freely 
admitted, and among whom ſeveral paſtors 
and candidates attend from the neighbouring 
or more diſtant parts. In a multitude of per- 
cons, as I hinted before, the attainments f 


whether, upon a general ſurvey, we may not 
be able to hold up our heads with decency, 
among thoſe of the eſtabliſhment, ho poſ- 
ſeſs much greater advantages for excelling in 
knowledge, and much higher encourage- 
ments to _ we 1 _ Wong to 3 


— } j ; HS y wp 


* W 1 * a true miltiſter 
* Chriſt is, his voluntarily conſenting and de- 
voting him to the work of the miniſtry. The 
apoſtle Paul, 1 Tim. iii. 1. mentions the defire of 
the office of a biſhop; and in 1 Cor. xvi. 1 5, 16. he 
ſpeaks of ſome, who helped bim, and labour'd, 


a miniſtry 


f xs } 


miniſtry of. the ſaints : whether the paſſage 
= refers to the office of a paſtor or a deacon, 
it willequally anſwer the purpoſe for which 
I have quoted it. They muſt conſecrate 
* themſelves as a free- will offering to the Lord, 
There is no making men miniſters, who do 
not incline, and chuſe to be ſuch. We don't 
indeed aſk thoſe who propoſe themſelves to 
be ordained, whether they believe they are 
= inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take 
upon them the office: a queſtion that may, 
perhaps, intangle the conſciences of ſome, 
who are to anſwer it in the affirmative, 


hunt a ſenior preſbyter, in his own name, and 


that of the others preſent, - who conjointly 
carry on the work, enquires of the perſon to 
be ordained, What are his governing ends 
and views in undertaking the miniſtry? Whe- 
ther he will meditate on the things relating 
d it, give himſelf wholly to them, and take 
heed to himſelf and to his doctrine, conti- 
nuing in his charge, whatever difficulties or 
> troubles he may meet with in the faithful 
2 proſecution of it? And truly, we have ſcarce 
any inducement to engage in it, beſides the 

advancing 
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26 
advancing God's glory in the world, promo- 
ting the kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and being beneficial to mankind in their beſt 


and moſt important intereſts. No rich be- 


nefices, no worldly honours, no preferments 
are we to expect in our way, as they may, 
who enjoy the ſun-ſhine''of an eſtabliſhment 
and court favour ; but many fad diſcourage- 
ments from within and without. And there- 
fore, as far as this point avails, we may 


 fafely fay, Are they miniſters. of Wy ? /o 


Gre WE. 


4. I may mention, as a farther qualifica- 
tion of a true miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, an 
unblameable exemplary life and converſation. 
In the epiſtles of St. Paul to Timothy and 
Titus, we have repeated canons, that 4 bi- 
ſhop muſt be blameleſs, wiſe, ſober, temperate, 
patient in all things, a pattern of good works, 
and of good report gmong thoſe that are with- 
out, In ſhort, free from common vices and 
adorned with uncommon virtues : the neceſ- 
ſity of ſuch a character is fo evident to the 
reaſon, and lies ſo plain to the apprehenſions 


of 


171 


of mankind, that let an eccleſiaſtick's faith 
be perfectly orthodox, his knowledge emi- 
nent, his parts ſhining, and his publick per- 
formances acceptable, yet if his behaviour be 
ſtain'd with immorality, and polluted with 
the practice of ſin, he will be rejected by his 
hearers, as well as brethren, as no true mi- 
niſter of Jeſus Chriſt, Wiſdom and piety 


will not ſhine forth equally conſpicuous in all 


the ſpiritual officers of a whole party. But, 
thanks be to God, many ſcandalous deficien- 
cies in either are not found, and none are 
countenanc'd or tolerated among us. The 
converſations of our candidates are ſtrictly 


examin'd, and if any irregularities appear 


therein, they are gravely admoniſh'd, and 
not admitted to preach, by the paſtors afſem- 
bled for that purpoſe, till a farther ſufficient 
trial of their repentance and reformation ; and 
if any of our paſtors degenerate from ſound 
practice, they are firſt reproved by their fel- 
low neighbouring miniſters; and afterwards, 
if they prove incorrigible, they are diſown'd 
by their brethren, and rejected by their 
people, we having an equal deſire to do 
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juſtice on ſuch occaſions, to ſpeak within the 


bounds of modeſty, with thoſe of the church 
of England, and more power to do it than 


is allowed in that conſtitution : Are they then 


miniſters of Chriſt ? ſo are we. 


5. I may add, in the laſt place, as a qua- 
lification of -a true miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, 
a regular miſſion into the work of the mi- 
niſtry, by prayer, faſting, and impoſition of 
hands of others, who are in the fame order: 
not that I think this ſo neceſſary as thoſe 


that I have already named; becauſe I can 


ſuppoſe particular caſes, wherein this cannot 
conveniently be had, and therefore may be 


diſpenſed with, and yet thoſe perſons who 
have it not, may be true and uſeful miniſters 


of Chriſt ; whereas the foregoing are at all 


times and in all places indiſpenſible. But I 
call this neceſſary in a lower ſenſe, for order 
fake, and to prevent conceited intruders, and 


"thoſe who are utterly unqualified, from ven- 
; turing upon the ſacred work, That the ad- 
miſſion ſhould be a matter of publick cog- 
. nizance, is, for ſeveral reaſons, very proper, 

where 
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where times and other circumſtances don't 
forbid it. That prayer and faſting ſhould 
precede the deſignation, we have a ſcripture 
warrant. And the laying on of hands upon 
thoſe to be ordained, is a fit and venerable 
ite, of apoſtolical practice, tranſmitted to us 
from the pureſt primitive churches of Chriſt, 
which we therefore continue to uſe, though 
we pretend not to convey any power or au- 
thority thereby. What our cuſtom is on ſuch 
occaſions, the ſolemnity of this day will in- 
form you, which is carry d on with ſuch or- 
der, gravity and decency, that I am perſua- 
ded our greateſt adverſaries, if preſent, would 

have but one thing to object to the regula- 
rity of our proceedings, and that is, our want 
of the hand of a dioceſan biſhop, or of 
an order ſuperior to preſbyters, on the head 
of the perſon to be ſet apart, without which, 
they ſay, no proper authority can be con- 
vey'd to him, to preach the goſpel, or ad- 
miniſter the ſacraments of our Lord and Sa- 
viour, or perform any peculiar act of the 
paſtoral office, 


C 2 Now, 


L 20 


Now, to this pretended defect, I an- 
ſwer, 


(1.) That they who alledge this as a de- 
fect, ought to be very ſure that it is one; 
becauſe it is common to the churches of Scot- 
land, New England, and moft, if not all the 
foreign proteſtant churches, as well as to us; 
and it is exceeding harſh and uncharitable to 
deprive them of the honour of being true 
churches of Chriſt, while it is allowed to 
the antichriſtian ſynagogue of ſatan at Rome, 
meerly becauſe they have not epiſcopal ordi- 
nation, and only employ preſbyters on ſuch 
occaſions, as we do. I know, in order to 
excuſe them and condemn us, it is pretended 
theirs is a caſe of neceſſity, and ours of 
choice ; they cannot have epiſcopal ordina- 
tion in their circumſtances, whereas we might, 
if we thought fit : To this I anſwer, that the 
conceſſion hereby made plainly ſhews, that 
they who make it, eſteem not epiſcopal or- 
dination of abſolute neceſſity to the being of 
true miniſters and e of Chriſt, if they 


3 really 


[ 21 ] 
really acknowledge thoſe who do not uſe it, 
as ſuch. And as to the caſe now under con- 
ſideration, I fay, the fact is not fairly repre- 
ſented : the foreign churches might have or- 
dination by biſhops for their miniſters, if they 
pleas d. The affiſtance of ſuch might eaſily 
be obtain'd, and has even been offer'd them, 
and they have wav'd it, and thereby diſco- 
ver'd their entire ſatisfaction in their own 
manner by preſbyters only, as agreeable to 
the word of God, and therefore valid and 
regular, And as for us Engliſh Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, tho' many of us would not per- 
haps refuſe epiſcopal ordination, if that was, 
in our apprehenſion, the only unwarrantable 
condition annexed to the exerciſe of our mi- 
niſtry in the eſtabliſh'd church; yet we think 
we are able to maintain, that no imputation 


of invalidity juſtly lies againſt our miniſtry 
for the want of it : EI 


(2.) All the valuable ends of ordination 
are fully anſwer'd in our way; ſuch as, the 
ſetting apart proper men for the office of the 
miniſtry, recommending them ſeriouſly and 

publickly 
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| publickly to the grace of God for aſſiſtance 


in their work, preventing an intruſion into 
it by unqualified perſons, and procuring a 
due meaſure of reſpect to well qualify'd and 
deſerving ones, for their future uſefulneſs : 
theſe main ends may be ſecur d as well with- 
out as with a ſuperior biſhop ; and therefore 
it is hard to have all we do pronounced 
null, for want of what, at moſt, is but a 


nicety. 


( 3. I fay, that our ordinations are con- 
formable to the holy ſcripture, and upon that 
account are ſtrictly regular, and conſequently 
muſt be valid. We deſire you to ſearch the 
ſacred writings for this purpoſe, compare this 
day's work with them, and judge for your- 
ſelves. I am well appriz'd the authority of 


the fathers of the chriſtian church, and an- 


cient eccleſiaſtical canons, is brought againſt 
us, and we are told, we are by them con- 
demned : but the firſt and moſt venerable of 
the former, we are perſuaded, ſtand on our 
fide of the queſtion ; and the latter are of 
very ſmall weight in themſelves, and of none 
in 
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in oppoſition to God's word. We lay but 


ice ftreſs upon them; and one would think 


thoſe Iam arguing with paid no great defe- 


rence to them in their own caſe; ſince, if 


our ordinations are to be try'd and prov'd ir- 
regular by them, theirs, by the ſame ſtand- 
ard, will not be eaſily clear'd from irregula- 
rity. Many inſtances might be brought of 
variations in their preſent practice from the 
old canons ;, but I ſhall content myſelf with 
with the two following : According to them, 
any biſhop obtaining a church by means 
« of the ſecular powers, was to be ſeparated 
from the communion of the faithful with 
ec all his adherents.” * And again they re- 
quire, that a biſhop ſhould be choſen by 
the ſuffrages of the preſbyters and people 
“ conjointly. + Will thoſe who ſpeak con- 


temptuouſly of our miſſion be try'd by theſe 


canons? If not, ſurely a greater degree of 


moderation in their cenſures of us, while we 
keep cloſe to the ſcripture rule, would be- 


I Ibid. c. 4. 
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come them: preſbyters are, by virtue of their 
office, empower'd to ordain, and therefore 
their ordinations cannot be null or irregular, 
The commiſſion, Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. (if not 
peculiar to the apoſtles) which authorizes the 
miniſters of Chriſt to teach and baptize; 
ſhould ſeem alſo to authorize them to ordain 
and diſcharge all other parts of the miniſte- 
rial office: that gift that was in Timothy, 
was there by the putting on of the hands of 
the pre ſbytery, firſt epiſtle of St. Paul to Ti- 
mothy, chap, iv. 14. as well as by the impo- 
ſition of that apoſtle's hands. And Acts xii, 
I, 2, 3. not only prophets, but teachers had 
a warrant from the Holy Ghoſt to ſeparate, 
by that outward ſign, even apoſtles them- 
ſelves to the appointed work. Preſbyters ge- 
nerally continu'd in the exerciſe of this power 
for ſome time in the church of Chriſt ; and 
though eccleſiaſtical laws have ſince unjuſtly 
reſtrain'd it, they cannot extinguiſh what is 
. deriv'd from him: moreover, it is well known, 


that biſhops and preſbyters are in ſcripture all 


one ; and therefore, after all, the hands of 


biſhops are not wanting in our ordinations, 


1 
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I mean, true ſcripture biſhops; and if we 
have. not thoſe with titles, dignities, ample 
revenues, and human powers, the want of 
them will not invalidate our actions of this 
kind; But this whole argument has been ſo 
much and frequently handled by the learned 
on both ſides, that I pretend not to offer any 
thing new upon it. I ſhall only mention a 
few paſſages out of the ſacred oracles of the 
New Teſtament, to prove, that in them bi- 
ſhops and preſbyters are ſynonymous terms, 
and include the ſame office; whereby the 
matter in diſpute will be made exceeding 
plain to almoſt any capacity. If it were not 
ſo, it would be unaccountable, that St. Paul, 
writing to the church at Philippi, ſhould 
only ſalute the b;/hops and deacons, (where 
you may occaſionally remark, that there were 
more biſhops than one in that fingle church) 
or that the ſame apoſtle, deſcribing the cha- 
racters of ſpiritual officers, ſhould fay nothing 
of elders, if they were not the ſame as bi- 
ſhops; for which ſee 1 Tim. chap. iii, this 
is more directly prov'd from Titus, chap. i. 
where the ſame apoſtle, giving his directions 
| D to 
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to Titus about ordaining elders, produces this 
reaſon of the qualifications he inſiſts on, that 
a biſhop muſt be blameleſs ; and from Acts xx. 
ver. 17. and 28. compar d. For, when the 
inſpir'd hiſtorian had acquainted us, in the 
former verſe, that the apoſtle Paul had ſent 


to call to him the elders of the church of 


Epheſus, we are told by him, he addreſs'd 
them thus, Take heed to yourſelves, and to all 
the flock, over the which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made, you overſeers, or, as it is expreſſly in 


the original, biſhops ; to feed the church of 


God, or govern it, as the Greek word often 
fignifies, of which ſee a proof in Matt. xxvi. 
where the fame word, as here, is tranſlated 
rule. Strange language this to preſbyters, 
according to more modern notions, and eſpe- 
cially if Timothy, as is moſt probable, was 
preſent, to whom, as ſuppoſed biſhop, the 
charge of the flock in the judgmeny of ſome 
ſolely belong'd; and yet not a word to him 
particularly 1 in this farewel affectionate ſpeech 
concerning the care of it, and when danger 
to it was at hand! 1 may ſubjoin 1 Pet. v. 1, 2. 
in which place the apoſtle Peter, acknow- 

ledging 
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ledging himſelf a fellow elder, exhorts the 
elders to take the overſight of the flock, in 
the original d ee, to diſcharge all the 
branches of the biſhop's function, and among 
the reſt; to feed or govern, and ordain : 
theſe proofs cannot be borne down by ſubſe- 
quent opinions, diſtinctions of the office, or 
eccleſiaſtical laws and reſtraints, And now, 
fince we agree in the affair in queſtion, with 
the proteſtant foreign churches, ſince the va- 
luable ends of ordination are attain'd in our 
way, ſince. it is agreeable to the ſcripture 
patterns, fince the power ariſes from the very 
nature and office of a preſbyter, and fince 
elder and biſhop and preſbyter are the ſame 
officer in the New Teſtament, we may ſafely 
conclude, Are they, who oppoſe us, minifters 
of - if, as to a en miſſion ? ſo are 
we. T | 


Having thus gone through the belt and 
by far the largeſt part of my diſcourſe, and 
ſhewn' what are the genuine characters of 
true and valid miniſters of Chriſt, and that 
cd belong to us, I ſhall proceed to what 
D 2 may 
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may be Wa the more bold and invidious 
ne 


- 1 4 F 


wad 1. 'To prove, has. in cane Wb we are 
even more the miniſters of Chriſt, than 
thoſe who, in an unfriendly manner, would 
deprive us of that honour; and this I will 
diſpatch in a few words; becauſe, if what 
has been urged, be well grounded, the main 
point is ſecur d. I might here alledge in out 
favour, that nothing unſcriptural, no in- 9 
croachments on our Juſt liberties, are by our 
principles requir'd in our ordinations ; that 
we are miniſters of Chriſt in the paſtoral ex- 
erciſe of our office, by the conſent of the 
people whoſe ſouls we are intruſted- with 
the care of, upon which a great ſtreſs. was 
laid in the primitive times; and that our 
charitable ſentiments of our fellow chriſtians 
of different communions, who in many points 
think otherwiſe than we do, are, generally 
ſpeaking, more extenſive and generous. But I 
ſhall wave theſe conſiderations, and only in- 
fiſt upon what the context furniſhes me with, 
wad what the apoſtle claim'd as his preroga- 

| tive 
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tive, beyond others. Are they miniſters of 
Chrift, ſays he? I am more. In labours 
more \ abundant, in ſtripes above meaſure, 
in priſons more frequent, in deaths oft. 
And then he proceeds to enumerate many 
other particulars of his grievous ſufferings in 
the cauſe of Chriſt, and for promoting his 
goſpel in its power and purity, for the eter- 
nal ſalvation of all thoſe who wauld believe 
in and obey him. If we look back to the 
ſtate of our miniſters in and beyond the laſt 
century, the parallel, we ſhall find, does not 
run vaſtly wide, as I could demonſtrate at 
large, if time would permit, and it were ne- 
ceſſary to my purpoſe. But taking matters in 
their preſent poſture, when the good provi- 
dence of God, 'and the equity of our gover- 
nors, have freed us from many preſſures our 
fore-fathers underwent, we are ſtill a re- 
proached and deſpiſed party, excluded the 
national churches, and bereav'd of all the 
comfortable influences of the eſtabliſhment, 
as our people are ſhut out from all places of 
profit and truſt in the government, which 
they chearfully help to maintain, and are 
"Y univerſally 


( 30 ] 
univerſally attach'd to; unleſs they will ſub- 
mit to terms, that many among them think 
neither honourable to the inſtitutions of their 
religion, or to their own chriſtian liberty, 
We are left wholly unprovided for from 
any publick care; and although I cannot fay, 
we preach the goſpel of Chriſt freely, yet 
we do it generally for a ſmall conſideration, 
and under many viſible diſadvantages: ſo that 
we may juſtly beſpeak thoſe who ſhare the 
dignities and revenues of the eſtabliſhment 
in the language of the-apoſtle, 1 Cor. iv. 
Now ye are full, now ye are rich; ye" have 
reigned as kings without us. We are fools 
for Chriſt's ſake, but ye are wiſe in Chriſt. 
We are weak, but ye are ſtrong; ye are bo- 
nourable, but we are deſpiſed. Being reviled, 
we bleſs; being perſecuted, we ſuffer it; be- 
ing defamed, we intreat, We are made as 
the filth of the world, and the off-ſeouring of 
ell things unto this day. This peculiar cir- 
cumſtance we may be allowed to glory in, 
ſeeing it concerns our infirmities. And we 
wiſh our reverend brethren of the church of 
England fo well, that we earneſtly pray they 


J 


4 [ 3x ] 

may never be in a condition to diſpute this 
ground of boaſting with us; for however glad 
we might be to have our remaining burdens 
lightened, we deſire it not by having them 
laid upon them, by us or others. Are they 


then miniſters of Chriſt? (I ſpeak as a foul ') 


in this reſpect, we are more, 
* 


III. I ſhall conclude all with a word or 
two of exhortation, from what I have de- 
liver'd; | 


1. To you, my dear brethren, the people 
who adhere to our communion, or attend 
upon our preaching. Are we miniſters of 
XZ Chriſt? then receive us in that character: 
for appearing in behalf of your chriſtian li- 
berties, as well as our own, we are expoſed 
to many worldly diſadvantages; but it is 
much in your power to relieve them, and 
adminiſter to us the moſt ſubſtantial and 
ſublime ſatisfaction and joy, 
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By praying for us: And we beſeech you, 
brethren, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, and 
for the love of the Spirit, that ye ſtrive toge- 
ther with us in your prayers to God for us, 
that we may be laborious, faithful, exemplary 
and ſucceſsful miniſters of the New Teſta- 
ment. | 


, By cleaving to us, notwithſtanding the 
reproaches of adverſaries, as you value the 
ſimplicity of the goſpel, and the liberty 


wherewith Chriſt hath made us free. 


By reſpecting and efteeming us highly in 
love for our work's ſake, and contributing 
your endeavours towards our decent and 


chearful attendance on the ſervice of the 


Lord, and moſt effectually promoting the 
great ends of our miniſtry, But eſpecially, 


By complying with the holy inſtructions 
we give you, at all times, and in all places, 
from the authority of God's word, and in 
the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, without 
. which 
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which all the other comforts you adminiſter 
to us will be fruitleſs. If you continue in an 
impenitent, diſobedient ſtate, your prayers 
will not be heard, at leaſt as to any ſaving 
benefit to yourſelves. Your cleaving to us 
will be but a poor party buſineſs. Your e- 
ſteeming of us will yield us no true ſatisfac- 
tion, while the main end for which we ex- 
pect it, your ſpiritual improvement, is want- 
ing. Your ſupports will be received by us 
with a heavy heart, when we think of our 
appearing as accuſers of our'earthly benefac- 
tors, in the awful day of the Lord Jeſus, 
wherein you ſhould be our glory, and joy, 
and crown of rejoicing. On the other hand, 
would you render all theſe expectations from 
you real conſolations to s, would you raiſe 
our ſpirits, animate us under all our diſcou- 
ragements, and make us go on with vigour, 
be you humble, heavenly, peaceable, ſober, 
patient, charitable chriſtians, improving daily 
in every grace and virtue, in all holy conver- 
ſation and godlineſs : for truly, brethren, then 


we live, live moſt comfortably, moſt joy- 


E 4 fully, 
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fully, when ye ſtand faſt in the Lord, in a 
firm reliance on his merits, righteouſneſs and 
interceſſion for your acceptance, pardon and 
ſalvation, a becoming imitation of his amia- 
ble, perfect example, and an uniform perſe- 
vering obedience to his moſt holy commands; 
and when we can, as the apoſtle Paul for his 
Theſſalonians, thank God always for you, as 
it is meet, becauſe your faith groweth exceed- 
zngly, and the love of every one of you to- 
«args each other, and to all men, aboundeth, 


2 Theſſ. i. 3. 


2. To you, my reverend brethren in the 
miniſtry here preſent, and to myſelf. Are 
we miniſters of Chriſt? let us all behave in 
every regard becoming ſo high and holy a 
character. I have been vindicating the ho- 
nour of our calling; but at the ſame time 1 
have been tacitly proving, there is a conſtant 
painful duty belonging to it, and a ſtrict and 
impartial account that muſt one day be given 
of it. Let us, therefore, take heed to our- 
ſelves and our doctrine, be humble and 


watch- 


[ 35 ] 


watchful, and continue inſtant in prayer, 
that we may ſave our own ſouls, and theirs, 
who are committed to our charge. Let us 
maintain truly catholick tempers, rejecting 
none from our communion, who would join 
with us on Chriſt's terms, and refuſing it 
with none, who would admit us upon the 
ſame. Thus, tho' our outward ſtated com- 
munion muſt unavoidably be in our own re- 
ſpective congregations, in ſpirit and heart we 
ſhall be united with his univerfal church here 
on earth, even with all who call upon our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, both their Lord and ours ; 
embracing them with a brotherly affection, 
tho' in many things, not effential to our com- 
mon chriſtianity, they may in judgment dif- 
fer from us. And, oh that ſuch a benevo- 
lent, generous diſpoſition of mind did every 
where prevail among the preachers and pro- 
feſſors of the religion of Jeſus! and that all 
the methods of violence ſo long tried, in 
vain, to any valuable purpoſe, but really to 
promote the worſt ends, ſtrife and confuſion, 
and every evil work, may in all places, and 


E 2 for 


for ever, be diſcarded; as unſuitable to the 
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genius of our ſacred profeſſion, and directly 


contradictory to the glorious pattern the Au- 


thor of it hath ſet us! Then, and not till 
then, will truth be moſt effectually promo- 
ted, chriſtian charity maintain'd, and that 
happy, and in this our imperfect ſtate, the 
only agreement to be expected, brought 
about, even by adhering to that apoſtolical 
canon, Eph. iv. 2, 3. infinitely more uſeful 
than all that have ſince that age been made, 
To walk with all lowlineſs and meekneſs, with 
long-ſuffering ; forbearing ene another in love ; 
endeavouring to keep the unity of the ſpirit 
in the bond of peace. Conſidering, as it fol- 
lows, ver. 4, 5, 6. There is one body, and 
one ſpirit, even as we are. called in one hope 
of our. calling; one Lord, one Faith, one 


Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who 


is above all, and through all, and in us 


all. Who gave ſome apoſtles, prophets, evan- 


geliſts, paſtors, aud teachers, for the perfect 


ing the ſaints for the work of the miniſ- 

try, for the edifying the body of Chriſt ; 

0 till 
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till we all come in the uni ty of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the 


ftature of the fullneſs of Chriſt. 
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